Versions demonstrated marked underaction of the left inferior rectus (Fig. 2) and surgery was planned to resect the left inferior rectus without dissection of the lower lid retractors.
At the time of surgery, forced duction testing revealed no restrictions and there was no evidence of previous surgery. An inferior conjunctival incision was made, but the inferior rectus muscle was not identified. The conjunctival incision was extended to expose the inferior half of the globe. The inferior oblique muscle was identified and followed but still the inferior rectus muscle could not be found. It was therefore concluded to be absent. Normal superior, medial and lateral rectus We used isolated superior rectus recession to treat our patient, with good results. To our knowledge this is the first report of a patient associating neurofibromatosis with an absent rectus muscle, and the second linking the condition with absent extraocular muscle. We would be interested to hear of other similar cases and the surgical approach to management.
